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son, and I am very much surprised that any question has over been 
raised concerning the superiority of the spring salmon for canning. 

The statement which has been made that the fall salmon is unfit for 
food is not, however, by any means true. The flesh of the salmon is 
entirely different at that season, and inferior ; but if the fish is not too 
far spent, it is not unfit for food. Indeed, it makes, when very fresh 
and well cooked, a decidedly edible dish. 

Many salmon, however, in the fall become blind and very much 
emaciated, lose much.of their fins and tail, and become covered wjth 
white blotches of fungus, being altogether very repulsive in appear- 
ance. On the whole, I should say that fall salmon are fish that one 
should be very cautious about canning, as the flesh is inferior, spoils 
very soon, and might possibly be furnished by unscrupulous persons 
from fish too far gone to be wholesome. 

On the other hand, I must say that the Indians eat the fall salmon 
even in their most advanced stagesof emaciation and disease, and never 
seem to suffer any ill effects from it. Furthermore, there is a salmon 
or trout in the Columbia River called the “square-tailed salmon” (or 
‘‘ trout ’9 (Salmo truncatus Suckley), which spawns in spring. This fish, 
of course, is in its best condition in fall and early winter, and there can 
oonsequently be no objection to its being canned at  that time. 

OHARLESTOWN, N. E., May 16,1887. 

‘3%-THE FISEEIZIES O F  Q L O U U E B T E R ,  MASS. ,  I N  J A N U A B Y ,  1881, 
W I T H  N O T E S  ON THOSE O F  O T H E R  L O U A L I T I E B .  

B y  W. A. WILCOX. 

During the month of’ January only a small portion of the fishing fleet 
has been actively employed. Receipts have been light, not varying 
much from those of the corresponding month of one year ago. For 
several years the new p a r  has opened with a market overstocked with 
both domestic and imported fish, and prices so low as to scarcely pay the 

*cost of production, but during the present month a largely increased and 
steady demand has reduced stocks, and prices have slowly advanced. 

Since the beginning of the year much rough weather has been en- 
countered, but there have been no serious losses of life or property, and 
much encouragement is felt in making preparations for the work of 1887. 

Bait has been found abundant on the fishing banks, and additional 
quantitieslhave been supplied from the cargoes of frozen herring brought 
from Newfoundland and %he Bay of Fundy. 

A few vessels have followed the fresh halibut fishery on the Grand 
Bank. These arrived with small fares, and reported much rough 
weather. The shore fleet has been detained in the harbors adjacent to 
the fishing grounds a large part of the month, the weather preventing 
extensive fiahing. The Bay of Fundy herring catch has been light. 
Schooner Ada R. Terry, of Gtloucester, arrived on January 6th with a 
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argo of 210,000 frozen herring in number. This was the first cargo 
landed during the season. VQssels that went to. Newfoundland for 
h z e n  herring are now arriving with full cargoes and report herring of 
good size and quality to have been plentiful. 

When the weather has been favorable the U. 8, Fish Commia. 
&on schooner Grampus, Captain Collins, has engaged in collecting 
Codfish spawn direct from the fishing grounds near Uape Ann and 
Carrying them to the hatching station at  Wood’s .Hall. She has also 
brought large quantities of young fish from the hatchery and turned 
them loose in the in-shore waters. The Grampus and other ‘boats of 
the U. 8. Fish Commission from ~ o o d ’ s  HoU have during the season 
Planted about 20,000,000 young codfish in the vicinity of Cape Ood. 
This branch of the work has been prosecuted wit’h success, the amount 
Of eggs procured and hatched being limited only by the unfavoYable 
weather that bas much of the time prevented the taking of eggs on 
the fishing grounds. 

The annual meeting of the Menhaden Oil aud Guano Association was 
held at Wew Pork on January 12th. This fishery was formerly exten- 
sively prosecuted as far north as the coast of Maine, but is now con- 
fined to the coast between Narragansett Bay and North Carolina. 
During the past season the fish have been found in abundance and the 
members of the association report an average production of oil and 
Scrap. 

Fish landed at G h a m t e r  by thefihingfleel in January, 1867. 
--.- 

Salt Frozen Plokled 
snltcod. I h%%i. I haddock. I herring. I herring. FiehtnggonndE* 

\~ 

’7 Qhucester vessels: 
Western Bank ............. 
h I I d  Bank ............... 
Baqnereau ............... 
Qeorge’e Bank ............. 
Bay of Fnndy ............. 
P0-e Bay, Newfound 

land ..................... 
’ Bmen Ialand, Newfound 

h i d  .................... 
New En land shore: 

QiU-not flahery. ....... 
BJ mall boats.. ....... 
TraA fishery ......... 

Total.. .............. 
’3’ vw8ele belonging at 0th 

PmE:* 
New England EhOm: 

Qilt.net fiabery ........ 
Ram1 ibhery.. ........ 

Qnnd Bank ............... 

PwnQI. . Poun&s. Pounds. Number. Bowels. 
1 60,000 .............................................. 
16 ............ a02,500 .................................. 
1 ............ 16,000 .................................. 
14 286,000 CS,lOO .................................. 
4 .................................... 7w,Ooo .......... 
6 .................................... 2, aeo, 000 180 
1 .................................... 60,000 1,100 

46 8213 aoo ........... 2,000 ...................... 
.......... 27: 800 .............................................. 

loa 000, 100 450, ooo a, ooo a, 200, ooo I, 280 

16 2d000 .............................................. 
-- -----. -- - 

a 9,800 .............................................. 
1 ............ 26,000 .................................. 6 68,600 .............................................. 

Total. .................. ........... ........... .......... 

\ I I I I I I 
hNom.-Tho misaellnnoow maelpta &om other port8 consisted of 60 b m h  piokled herriag by the 

'hac flsh wero landed by the followin sohoouera : Flora Templo of Portland Me Frmklin 
ghmck*nd M a g  8. IIontvet, of Portsmon&, N. H. ; Ilizs, of Marbloheh, Mass. ; E: A. #llllams, of 

Pton and Maine Railroad 

Odton, ~ s a s .  ; stello s. Nullan &nil E. t. Simborn, oe itoolrport, M ~ S B .  




